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MAJOR 

GENEALOGICAL 
RECORD 
SOURCES  IN 
NEW  ZEALAND 


In  identifying  ancestors,  genealogical  researchers  need  the  answers  to  four  key  ques- 
tions regarding  record  sources : 

1.  What  types  of  records  exist  that  will  aid  in  the  identification  of  ancestors? 

2.  What  periods  of  time  do  the  existing  records  cover? 

3.  What  genealogical  information  appears  in  the  existing  records? 

4.  What  is  the  availability  of  existing  records  for  searching? 

The  chart  and  table  that  follow  contain  answers  to  the  above  questions  for  the  major 
genealogical  record  sources  of  New  Zealand.  The  major  sources  are  listed,  together 
with  type  of  record,  period  covered,  type  of  information  given,  and  source  availability. 

Table  A  shows  at  a  glance  the  record  sources  available  for  a  research  problem  in  a 
particular  centuiy. 

Table  B  provides  more  detailed  information  about  the  major  records  available.  For 
example,  if  a  pedigree  problem  is  in  the  19th  century,  a  quick  indication  can  be  ob- 
tained from  Table  A  of  the  sources  available  for  that  period.  Reference  to  Table  B 
will  then  provide  more  complete  information. 
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TABLE  A 


MAJOR  SOURCE  AVAILABILITY  BY  CENTURY 


CENTURY 


TYPE  OF  RECORD 

14-18th 

19th 

20th 

1.  Directories 

2.  Military  Records 

3.  Maori  Land  Court  Records 

4.  Electoral  Rolls 

5.  Civil  Registration 

6.  Census  Records 

7.  Probate  Records 

8-  Deeds 

9.  Jurors'  Lists 

10.  School  and  University  Registers 

11.  Newspapers 

12.  Church  Records 

13.  Immigration  Records 

14.  Monumental  Inscriptions 

15.  Cemetery  Burial  Registers 

16,   Maori  Family  Genealogies 
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TABLE  B 
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MAJOR  SOURCES  CHRONOLOGICALLY  ARRANGED 


TYPE  OF 
RECORD 


PERIOD 
COVERED 


TYPE  OF  INFORMATION  GIVEN 


AVAILABILITY 


1.    DIREC- 
TORIES 


Approx 

1872  to 
present 


Names,  occupations,  residences  of  house- 
holders; local  history;  names  of  small  locali- 
ties 


Some  in  print  and  on  film  (Genea' 
logical  Society) ;  local  libraries, 
publishers  of  directories 


2. 


MILITARY 
RECORDS 


1867  to 
present; 
pre- 1867 
see  Major 
Genealogical 
Record 
Sources  in 
England 
and  Wales 


Names  of  officers  and  men,  dates  of  birth, 
enlistment,  discharge,  etc.,  places  of  births, 
deaths,    marriages;    movement    of    personnel 


Some    at    the    National    Archives, 
8-12  The  Terrace,  WeUington,  New 
Zealand;  most  at  the  Army  Histori- 
cal   Dept.,    Army    Dept.,    Box    99, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand 
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TYPE  OF 
RECORD 

PERIOD 
COVERED 

TYPE  OF  INFORMATION  GIVEN 

AVAILABILITY 

3.    MAORI 
LAND 
COURT 
RECORDS 

1865  to 
present 

Names,   dates   of  court  hearings  and  trans- 
fers, places  of  residence,  pedigrees  for  proof 
of  ownership  extending  back  to  1350 

Some  on  film  (GS) ;  district  Maori 
land  courts  in  major  towns  and 
cities 

4.    ELECTORAL 
ROLLS 

1853  to 
present 
published 
in  the 
year  of 
each  general 
election 

Europeans:    names,  residences,  and  occupa- 
tions of  voters 

Maori:    names,   residences,   occupations,  sex 
and  tribe  of  voters 

Prior  to  1890  only  names  of  male  property 
owners  hsted;  rolls  refer  only  to  persons  21 
and  over 

Majority  at  GS;  some  at  local  li- 
braries: complete  series  at  the 
General  Assembly  Library,  Welling- 
ton, C.I.,  New  Zealand 

1853-1868  published  in  either  the 
New  Zealand  Gazette  or  local  news- 
papers 

5.    CIVIL 

REGISTRA- 
TION 
European 

1  Jan  1848 
to  present; 
a  few 
births  & 
marriages 
1840-1847 

Names,  dates,  places,  occupations,  parentage, 
ages,  residence,  length  of  residence  in  New 
Zealand    of    persons    born,    married,    or    de- 
ceased 

Information  increased  in  1875  and  again  in 
1880 

The  Registrar  General,  P.O.  Box 
5023,  Lambton  Quay,  Wellington, 
C.I.,  New  Zealand;  local  superin- 
tendent registrars 

Maori 

1928  to 
present; 
some 
prior  to 
1928  reg- 
istered in 
European 
records 

Marriages  same  as  European;  names,  dates, 
places,    occupations,    parentage,    ages,    resi- 
dence, tribe,  and  amount  of  Maori  blood  of 
persons  born  or  deceased 

The  Registrar  General,  P.O.  Box 
5023,  Lambton  Quay,  WeUington, 
C.I.,  New  Zeland;  local  superin- 
tendent registrars 

6.  CENSUS 
RECORDS 

Early  Settle- 
ments 

1844-1850 

Names  of  property  owners,  names  of  occu- 
piers,   some   contain   occupations,   extent   of 
loldings.     New    Zealand    Company    lists    of 

Wellington  recorded  deaths  1844-1849 

National  Archives 

Known    copies:      Auckland    1846, 

Manawalu    District    1846,    Nelson 

1845,    1848,    1849,   and    1850,   New 

Plymouth    1846,    Wellington   1844- 

1849 

Government 
Census 

1851  to 
present 

Names,  ages,  marital  status,  religion,  occu- 
pation,   income,    birthplace     (except    1926), 
length  of   residence   in   New   Zealand,   race, 
war  service 

These  have  all  been  destroyed 

7.   PROBATE 
RECORDS 
European 

1842  to 
present 

Names  of  testators,  places  of  residence,  place 
where  property  situated,  relationship 

The  Registrar  of  Probate  Jurisdic- 
tion, Supreme  Court;  registry  near- 
est to  the  last  place  of  residence 
of  the  deceased 

Maori 

See  Maori  Land  Court  records 

8.   DEEDS 

1841  to 
present 

Names   of  owners,   mortgagees,  and   lessees, 
dates  of  deeds  and  transfers,  places  of  resi- 
dence, description  of  land 

Indexed  by  land  area  1841-1910 

Indexed  by  owners  and  mortgagees  1911  to 
present 

Lands  and  Deeds  Registry,  P.O. 
Box  5069,  Lambton  Quay,  Welling- 
ton, C.I.,  New  Zealand 

9.    JURORS 
LISTS 

Approx 
1840  to 
present 

Names,  residence,  occupation  of  persons  call- 
ed to  act  as  jurors 

Published  in  local  newspapers  and 
in  The  New  Zealand  Gazette;  on 
film  (GS);  The  General  Assembly 
Library,  Wellington,  C.I.,  New  Zea- 
land 

10.    SCHOOL 
AND  UNI- 
VERSITY 
REGISTERS 

Approx 

1840  to 
present 

Names  of  students,  their  dates  of  birth  and 
enrollment,    places    of   birth   and    residence, 
parentage 

District  boards  of  education;  vari- 
ous schools:  local  libraries;  private 
custody 

TYPE  OF 
RECORD 

PERIOD 
COVERED 

TYPE  OF  INFORMATION  GIVEN 

AVAILABILITY 

11.  NEWS- 
PAPERS 

21  Aug 
1839  to 
present 

Obituaries,  births,  marriages,  deaths;  jurors 
lists;  shipping  lists 

Consult  for  present  location  The 
Union  Catalogue  of  New  Zealand 
Newspapers  and  A  Checklist  of 
Newspapers  in  New  Zealand  Li- 
braries, by  Guy  Hardy  Scholefield 

Some  on  film  (GS) 

The  General  Assembly  Library, 
Wellington,  C.I.,  New  Zealand,  has 
copies  of  most  newspapers 

12.  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

1815  to 
present 

Names,    dates,    parentage,    residence,    ages, 
relationships    of    persons    being    christened, 
married,  or  buried;  information  varies 

At  the  church  or  head  office  of  de- 
nominations; some  records  of  major 
churches  such  as  Anglican,  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Wesleyan  prior  to 
1848  are  at  the  Registrar  General's 
Office,  P.O.  Box  5023,  Lambton 
Quay,  Wellington,  C.I.,  New  Zea- 
land 

13.  IMMIGRA- 
TION 
RECORDS 

Approx 
1800  to 
1870 

Names  of  immigrants,  dates  of  arrival  and 
departures,  sometimes  former  places  of  resi- 
dence 

Local  libraries  of  ports  of  entry; 
some  on  film  (GS) 

1870  to 
present 

Niimes  of  immigrants,  dates  of  arrival  and 
departures,  places  of  residence,  occupations, 
marital  status,  number  and  age  of  children 

Some  on  film  (GS);  The  National 
Archives,  8-12  The  Terrace,  Well- 
ington, New  Zealand 

14.  MONU- 
MENTAL 
INSCRIP- 
TIONS 

19th  C 
to  present 

Names,  dates  of  birth  and  death,  places  of 
residence,  relationships 

Local  churchyards;  town  and  city 
cemeteries;  private  collections;  some 
handwritten,  some  others  on  fUm 
(GS) 

15.  CEMETERY 
BURIAL 
REGISTERS 

19th  C 
to  present 

Names,  dates,   places  of  residence,  relation- 
ships, marital  status;  sometimes  include  place 
of  birth  and  number  of  years  a  resident  of 
New  Zealand 

Local  sexton;  town  and  city  ceme- 
teries; town  and  city  council  offices; 
some  at  the  Department  of  Health, 
Wellington,  New  Zealand 

16.  MAORI 
FAMILY 
GENE- 
ALOGIES 

1350  to 
present; 
some  back 
toA.D.80 
but  dis- 
crepancies 
found 

Pedigrees  containing  names,  some  dates,  some 
places  of  residence,  relationships,  tribes 

Some  on  fihn  (GS) ;  family  posses- 
sion; local  libraries;  The  Polynesian 
Society,  P.O.  Box  8016,  Wellington, 
C.I.,  New  Zealand 
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